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SESSION AT A GLANCE

TUESDAY, JULY 28, 2026
4:30 p.m. —-5:15 p.m.

1 BUILT AN APP FOR CTE TEACHERS... BECAUSE SOMEONE HAD TO
Steven Bross — Visual Communications Teacher, Central Montco Technical High School

YOUR BRAND IS YOUR STORY: TWO APPROACHES TO BUILDING CTE PRESENCE
Mark Covelle — Administrative Director, Middle Bucks Institute of Technology
Wes Kuchta — Administrative Director, Lenape Technical School

ALIGNING WORKFORCE AND EDUCATION THROUGH COLLABORATION: A MULTI-FACETED APPROACH
Dr. Briana Mihok — Executive Director, Education Resource Center, Penn State Greater Allegheny
Danielle Demirovic — Pre-Apprenticeship Supervisor, Apprenticeship and Training Office, PA Department of Labor and Industry

DRONES IN CTE: BUILDING SAFE, SUSTAINABLE, CAREER-CONNECTED UAV PROGRAMS
Lauren Walker — Education Consultant, PaTTAN

Bryan Hower — Education Consultant, PaTTAN

Jeremy Gabborin — Education Consultant, PaTTAN

YOU ARE NOT AN ISLAND! — SPECIAL EDUCATION ROUND TABLE
Julie Aiken — Assistant Director of Curriculum, Erie County Technical School
Lesa Scalise — Supervisor of Special Education & Workforce Development, Erie County Technical School

CAREER READY, WORLD READY

Jason Lucia — Administrative Director, Central Westmoreland Career and Technology Center
Tony Payne — Executive Director, Adams County Career and Technical Institute

John Augustine — Administrative Director, Greater Johnstown Career and Technology Center

BUILDING THE BIOFUTURE: DESIGNING A HIGH IMPACT BIOTECHNOLOGY PROGRAM OF STUDY
Dr. Justin Ingram — Faculty, Pennsylvania College of Technology
Kurt Lynch — Director, Keystone Central Career and Technology Center

SHARED ACCOUNTABILITY, STUDENT SUCCESS: MCCC’S BENCHMARKING AND MONTHLY TEACHER COLLABORATION
PROCESS

Tony Miller — Administrative Director, Mercer County Career Center

Aaron Kline — Assistant Director, Mercer County Career Center



WEDNESDAY, JULY 29, 2026
8:45 a.m.-9:30 a.m.

BEYOND THE BUDGET BOMB: TAMING WEIGHT LOSS & GENE THERAPY COSTS FOR SCHOOLS
Shawn Hughes — EVP Client Retention, BSI Corporate Benefits
Kevin Newby — Account Director, BSI Corporate Benefits

POSITIVE SCHOOL CLIMATE IN CTE: RESEARCH-BASED STRATEGIES THAT DRIVE REAL OUTCOMES
Dr. Cathleen Plesnarski — Executive Director, Eastern Center for Arts and Technology
Gerry Rooney — CTE Supervisor, Eastern Center for Arts and Technology

PROGRAMS OF STUDY (POS) AND STUDENTS OCCUPATIONALLY AND ACADEMICALLY READY (SOAR)
Wendy Leiby — Career and Technical Education Advisor Il, Pennsylvania Department of Education

BUILDING FUTURE-READY CTE PATHWAYS IN CS, Al, CYBERSECURITY, AND DRONES
Jeremy Gabborin — Education Consultant, PaTTAN

Lauren Walker — Education Consultant, PaTTAN

Bryan Hower — Education Consultant, PaTTAN

NAVIGATING THE ADVENTURES OF CTE CERTIFICATION

Dr. Mark Threeton — Executive Director, Professional Development Center for CTE, Penn State University

Dr. Elizabeth Diamond — Executive Director, Center for Professional Development in CTE, Temple University

Dr. Linda Hippert — Associate Dean/Career and Technical Teaching in Practice Director, Point Park University

Dr. Del Hart — Director, Center for Career and Technical Personnel Preparation, Indiana University of Pennsylvania

WHERE CTE FITS: UNDERSTANDING THE BROADER WORKFORCE SYSTEM
Lauren Holubec — Executive Director, Pennsylvania Workforce Development Association

BRIDGING HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE: THE LCCTC DUAL ENROLLMENT MODEL
Dave Smith — Director of Post-Secondary and Higher Education, Lancaster County Career and Technology Center
Jeremy King — Principal, Lancaster County Career and Technology Center

CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY IN CTE
Todd Luke — President, MAX Teaching

9:45 a.m. -10:30 a.m.

THE MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR TYPO: PROTECTING DISTRICT ASSETS THROUGH DOCUMENT INTEGRITY
Shawn Hughes — EVP Client Retention, BSI Corporate Benefits
Kelly Knight — Chief Legal Officer, Benecon Group

EVEN THE PROS NEED A COACH
Nicki Beauchamp — Instructional Coach, Greater Altoona Career and Technology Center
Andrea Lascoli — Dental Assisting Instructor, Greater Altoona Career and Technology Center

INDUSTRY INFORMED PATHWAYS: MODERNIZING CAREER PATHWAYS FOR THE FUTURE
Jeremy Miller — Perkins Statewide Coordinator, Bureau of Career and Technical Education, Pennsylvania Department of Ed

TRAINING INDUSTRY-SPECIFIC DRONE OPERATORS: ADDING DRONES-AS-TOOLS CERTIFICATION ELECTIVE COURSES
Glenn Ponas — Executive Director, Aerium

John Augustine — Administrative Director, Greater Johnstown Career and Technology Center

Michael Glover — Forestry Technology Instructor, Somerset Career and Technology Center

THE TRANSITION FROM INDUSTRY PROFESSIONAL TO CTE INSTRUCTOR
Dr. Ernest Powell — Instructor, Berks Career and Technology Center

EXPANDING PRE-APPRENTICESHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS: HOW CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS
CAN PARTNER WITH EXISTING PRE-RA SPONSORS

Michelle Shearer — Workforce Development Manager, Center for Dairy Excellence

Erin Kyle — Pre-Apprenticeship Coordinator, Chester County Technical College High School



FROM PATHWAYS TO PLACEMENT CAREER DEVELOPMENT, CREDITIALS & POSTSECONDARY TRANSISTIONS WITH PATHFUL &
JOBREADY 360

Tammy Willey — Pennsylvania District Partnership Manager, Pathful, Inc.

Bonnie Stein — Cooperative Education, Crawford County Career and Technology Center

Tina Cutshall-Craft — Cooperative Education Coordinator, Crawford County Career and Technology Center

PVAAS AND PROGRESS: USING DATA FOR INSTITUTIONAL CHANGE
Jen Spangler — Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment (CIA) Director, Dauphin County Technical School

11:00 a.m. -11:45 a.m.

WALKING THE TIMELINE TIGHTROPE: ALIGNING THE CLNA, CATS & SOAR FOR PERKINS GRANT SUCCESS
Beth Ison — Perkins Director, Community College of Allegheny County

Elizabeth Biddle — Senior Director of Grant Management, Pennsylvania College of Technology

Lisa DelLorenzo — Director of High School Partnerships, Harrisburg Area Community College

CREATING A CULTURE OF CTE IN A COMPREHENSIVE HIGH SCHOOL
David Bittner — CTE Director, Jersey Shore Area Senior High School
Amanda Smith-Derck — Cooperative Education Coordinator, Milton Area High School

BEHIND THE SCENES: TASK LIST REVISION, TEST ALIGNMENT, AND YOU
Ashley Hoke — Career and Technical Advisor Il, Bureau of Career and Technical, Pennsylvania Department of Education
Nel Schaefer — Assessment and Curriculum Analyst, Education Resource Center, Penn State Greater Allegheny

Al IN CTE: PRACTICAL USES, LEADERSHIP DECISIONS, AND CLASSROOM IMPLICATIONS
Jeremy Gabborin — Education Consultant, PaTTAN
Bryan Hower — Education Consultant, PaTTAN

BUILDING THE LEADERSHIP PIPELINE IN PENNSYLVANIA CTE

Joey Fleck — Associate Teaching Professor, Penn State University

Chris Warren — Education Program Specialist, Penn State University

Jason Civitello — Administrative Director, Dauphin County Technical School
Claire Dacko — Assistant Director, Dauphin County Technical School

FROM DEFERRED MAINTENANCE TO FUNDED SOLUTIONS

Kasey Kollar — Director of Operations, Southeast, SiteloglQ

Mike Herrera — Executive Director, Upper Bucks County Technical School
Kevin Godshall — Principal, Godshall Kane O’Rourke Architects

FROM CTE TO CAREER: BUILDING CLEAR DIESEL AND POWER GENERATION PATHWAYS

Justin Beishline — Corporate Relations Officer, Pennsylvania College of Technology

Dr. John Pecchia — Assistant Dean of Diesel Technology and Natural Resources, Pennsylvania College of Technology
Elizabeth Biddle — Senior Director of Grant Management, Pennsylvania College of Technology

CTE CONNECT — A MODEL FOR MEANINGFUL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND INSTRUCTOR COLLABORATION
Janelle Schaeffer — Supervisor of CTE, Bethlehem Area Vocational-Technical School

Michelle Allen — Supervisor of CTE, Career Institute of Technology

Ryan Van Norman — Principal, Career Institute of Technology

1:45 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

HR BASICS
Bobbi Billman — Assistant Director, Pennsylvania Association of School Business Officials (PASBO)

STRATEGIC LEADERSHIP FOR SUCCESS: LESSONS FROM THE FIELD

Nicole Zernick — Executive Director, Greater Altoona Career and Technology Center

Danielle Mehalick — Business Manager/Board Secretary, Greater Altoona Career and Technology Center
Theresa Baller — Director of CTE, Pottstown High School

Lauren Doherty — Assistant Administrative Director, Middle Bucks Institute of Technology

Dr. Lisa Greenawalt — Executive Director, Lehigh Career and Technical Institute

Stacy Pakula — Assistant Director, Upper Bucks County Technical School

Dr. Cathleen Plesnarski — Executive Director, Eastern Center for Arts and Technology

MaryAnn Volders — President, Central PA Institute of Science and Technology



PREPARING FOR YOUR APPROVED PROGRAM TECHNICAL EVALUATION

Mindy Freiden-Mansfield — Specialized Career and Technical Education Advisor, Health Occupation, BCTE/PDE
Brian Kelley — Career and Technical Education Advisor I, Trade and Industrial Education, BCTE/PDE

Teresa Brownlee — Career and Technical Advisor II, BCTE/PDE

Jamie Pauling — Career and Technical Advisor Il, BCTE/PDE

BEYOND IT: EMBEDDING CYBERSECURITY ACROSS CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION PATHWAYS
Bryan Hower — Educational Consultant, PaTTAN

CTE FOR EVERYONE!: INCREASING ACCESS TO CTE USING A HIGH SCHOOL DELIVERY MODEL
David Bittner — CTE Director, Jersey Shore Area Senior High School

Emily Miller — CTE Director, Dover Area High School

Kurt Adam — CTDSL, PDE’s Technical Assistance Program

Jim Kraft — CTDSL, PDE’s Technical Assistance Program

STRONGER TOGETHER: CREATING ALIGNED, HIGH-IMPACT CTE SYSTEMS
Rick Thomas — Technology Coordinator, Career Institute of Technology
Michelle Allen — Supervisor of CTE, Career Institute of Technology

Craig Lominico — Territory Manager, iCEV

LEADING CTE PROGRAMS WITH INDUSTRY CERTIFICATIONS: PRACTICAL STRATEGIES USING CERTIPORT TO DRIVE STUDENT
AND WORKFORCE SUCCESS

Chris Francom — Territory Manager, Pearson Career Ready

Denise Magasich — Industry Development Specialist/Business, Marketing, Finance, School District of Philadelphia

INSTRUCTIONAL ROUNDS IN CTE: CLASSROOM EVIDENCE FOR STRATEGIC GROWTH

Donn Kirkwood — Senior Leadership Coach, Southern Regional Education Board (SREB)

Steven Leever — Director of Career, Technical and Customized Education, Chester County Intermediate Unit
Dr. Linda Floyd — Director of Technology Centers that Work, Southern Regional Education Board (SREB)

2:45 p.m. —-3:30 p.m.

BUSINESS AND HUMAN RESOURCES ROUNDTABLE
Danielle Mehalick — Business Manager/Board Secretary, Greater Altoona Career and Technology Center

BUILDING CAREER AND COLLEGE READY COMMUNITIES THROUGH CTE
Shannon Matthews — Community Resource Developer/Perkins Coordinator, Delaware County Technical School
Tracy Costa — Supervisor of CTE Student Services, Delaware County Technical School

OVERVIEW OF TAP SERVICES FOR 2026-2027

Lisa Golding — Assistant Director, Bureau of Career and Technical Education, Pennsylvania Department of Education
Dr. Briana Mihok — Executive Director, Education Resource Center, Penn State Greater Allegheny

Karlie Haywood — Assistant Director, Education Resource Center, Penn State Greater Allegheny

THE FUTURE OF WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT: STOP TREATING A SYSTEMS PROBLEM LIKE A SUPPLY PROBLEM
Lauren Holubec — Executive Director, Pennsylvania Workforce Development Association

FROM TASK GRID TO TALENT PIPELINE
Donn Kirkwood — Senior Leadership Coach, Southern Regional Education Board (SREB)

POINT PARK UNIVERSITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE PANEL DISCUSSION
Dr. Linda Hippert — Associate Dean/Career and Technical Teaching in Practice Director, Point Park University

COSMETOLOGY PROGRAMS & STATE BOARD REGULATIONS: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW AS AN ADMINISTRATOR
Kaitlyn Youngstead — Assistant Principal, Steel Center for Career and Technical Education

THE CRITICAL CONNECTION BETWEEN STUDENT LEARNING AND SCHOOLWIDE OUTCOMES
Brittany Covalt — Curriculum, and Instruction Director, STEM Educator Initiative
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